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PSALM xxxi. 15. 
My Times are in thy Hand. 
MIDST the frailty of the preſent ſtate, 


A the uncertainty of our own lives, and of 
the lives of our deareſt friends, and the 
many ſudden and diſagreable changes to which 
we are liable, there is no conſideration ſo pro- 
per to calm and chear the minds of the ſincerely 
pious as this, with which David, in the words 
juſt read, comforts himſelf, in regard to the 
evils which threatned him. That our lives, and 
all the events of them, are ſubject to the di- 
rection and diſpoſal of God, infinitely wiſe and 
good; who manages all natural cauſes, ditects 
what we call chance and accident, and over- 
rules or reſtrains the thoughts and paſſions, and 
wickedneſs of men ; who will permit nothing 
to befal his faithful ſervants, in life or death, 
but what ſhall prove, upon the whole, beſt for 
them; will be unto them * @ ſun and a ſhield, 
will give them grace and glory, and withbold no 
good thing ; and when their fleſh and heart fail 
them, be the ſtrength of their heart, and thetr por- 
tion for ever. | 
To this encouraging truth, I would therefore 
now call your thoughts, on occaſion of the ear- 
A 2 ly 
* Pſal, Ixxxiv. 11, Ixxiii. 26, 
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ly, and what we are apt to think untimely death 
of our worthy Friend ; the divine Providence 
makes it peculiarly ſeaſonable, and may the di- 
vine bleſſing make the conſideration of it pecu- 
liarly profitable to us all. With this view, 


I. I ſhall explain and prove the truth of the 
pious acknowledgment made by David 
unto God, My Times are in thy Hand. 
And, | 

II. Show you what inſtruction and encou- 
ragement we may derive from this truth. 


I. I would briefly explain and prove the 
truth of this pious acknowledgment, which Da- 
vid makes unto God, My Times are in thy 
Hand. It is true of all mankind, that their 
Times are in the Hand of God, that they are in- 
tirely dependent upon him for life, and for hap- 
pineſs ; and to their unſpeakable advantage, it is 
peculiarly true of the pious and good, that all 
the events of their lives, and the time and cir- 
cumſtances of their deaths, are wiſely directed 
and diſpoſed by God, with the kindeſt deſigns 
of their happineſs here and hereafter. 

According to the uſual language of Scripture, 
by our Times, which are in the Hand of God, are 
meant, either the principal events of our lives; 
in which ſenſe the word is uſed concerning 
David, His Reign, and his Might, and the Times 
that went over him, and over 1ſrael ; or elſe the 
length or ſhortneſs of them, and the 7ime of our 

death, 
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death. For as to every man there is © a time fs 
be born, there is allo a time to die. And David 
having, in this P/a/m, expreſt great fears, leſt 
his life ſhould be a facrifice to the malice and 

wer of his enemies, when he comforts him- 
ſelf, that his Times were in the Hand of God, 
it is probable he had a principal regard to this 
great event, and piouſly confeſt to God, that 
however mighty and raging his enemies were, 
who ſought his life, yet it was not left in their 
power to determine how long he ſhould live ; 
that the time of his death would be appointed, 
not by the will of his perſecutors, but by the 
wiſe and good pleaſure of God, who would 
continue and guard his life, till it became beſt 
for him to die. I ſhall therefore explain and 
confirm this pious acknowledgment, as includ- 
ing both theſe ſenſes, the principal events of life, 
and the time and manner of our deatb. 

1. Our Times, as they ſignify the principal 
events of our lives, either afflictive or proſper- 
ous, are in the Hand of God, or intirely ſubject 
to his moſt wiſe and good diſpoſal. According 
to the Scriptures, which give us the grandeſt, as 
well as the moſt certain accounts of the Pro- 
vidence of God, M balſoever be pleaſeth, that 
doth be, in heaven or in earth; working all things 
according to the counſel of his own Will. Without 
him a ſparrow falls not to the ground, and even 
the hairs of our head are numbered by him. From 
him cometh down every good, and every perfect 

gift ; 
© Eccleſ. iii. 2. * Pfal. exxxv. 6. Eph. i. 14, Mat. x. 
29, james i. 17, 1 Sam. ii. 7. Job i. 22. 
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gift; who maketh poor, and maketh rich; and 
who as he giveth, taketh away when he pleaſeth; 
making uſe, as in the caſe of Job, alike of na- 
tural cauſes, evil Spirits, or evil Men as his In- 

ruments. * Afflictions therefore ſpring not from 
the duſt, but are his fatherly corrections, who 
chaſtens us, not fer his own pleaſure, but for our 


profit. And the good things of life are not 


merely the fruits of our own induſtry, or of 
the kindneſs of others, much leſs are they to 
be aſcribed to good fortune; but it is God s who 


givetbh us all things to injoy, and the deſign of his 


goodneſs is to lead us to repentance, or to excite 
us to love, gratitude, and an imitation of his 

bounty. | 
A prudent Wife, good Children, and other good 
Relations and Friends are from the Lord. And 
if we are exerciſed or ſuffer by the vices, af- 
flitions, or death of thoſe who are near to us, 
or by the malice of enemics, God wiſely per- 
mits, or over-rules it, either by way of trial or 
uniſhment, as we learn from the hiſtory of“ 
David, and he himſelf acknowledges when Shi- 
mei curſed him, And to the fincerely pious 
and good, as far as they are ſuch, health or 
ſickneſs, riches or poverty, ealy or afflictive 
circumſtances are aſſigned by God, as he ſees 
will, upon the whole, be beſt for them; or at 
leaſt are ſo diſpenſed, that if they are not great- 
ly wanting to their duty, they ſhall be enabled 
to make thein ſubſervient to their higheſt hap- 
pineſs. 


Job. v. 6. Heb, xii. 10 f 1 Tim. vi. 17. Rom. ii. 4. 
Prov. xix. 14. 5 2 Sam. xii, 10. Xvi. 11, 
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pineſs. We bnow, ſays the Apoſtle, that all 
things work together for good to them that love 
God. And as to events, the declarations and 
commands of Scripture excuſe them from all 
anxious * thought about theſe, directing them to 
caſt all their Care upon God, who careſt for them; 
and who, if they are mainly concerned to do 
their duty in whatever circumſtances they are 
placed, if they ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God, 
and his Righteouſneſs, will add other things to 
them. Ii every thing by Prayer and Supplica- 
tion, with Thankſgiving, they may make known their 
Requeſts unto God. And the Peace of God which 
paſſeth all Underſtanding ſhall keep their hearts 
and minds through Chriſt Feſus. 

This is a brief repreſentation of the no- 
ble and animating view, which the Scriptures 
give us, of the part which the Hand of God has 
in all our affairs; a repreſentation intirely agre- 
able to Reaſon, and for the moſt part confirmed 
by it. Since, 

1. As to natural cauſes, and their influence 
on our happineſs, it is evident to Reaſon, that 
the Hand of God does all; and that they can do 
nothing, but as Iſtruments moved and guided by 
him. It is he cauſeth the Sun to riſe, the Va- 
pours to fall, the Winds to blow, and the Earth to 
bring forth its fruits. Fire, Air, Earth, and Wa- 
ter being all compoſed of particles in themſelves 
deſtitute of life, thought, power and even motion, 
can do nothing, but what God, who moves and 
directs all, according to the wiſeſt laws, pleaſes 

to 
Rom. viii. 28, * Mat. vi. 25. 1 Pet. v. 7, Phil. iv. 6. 
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to effect by them, Healthful or ſickly, fruitful 
or barren ſeaſons, favourable or contrary Winds 
are alike his Servants, who imploys them as the 
moral Governor of free Beings ; turning a health- 
ful land into ſickneſs, and a l fruitful land into 
barrenneſs, fer the wickedneſs of them who dwell 
therein; or rewarding a penitent and thankful 
nation with health, plenty, and proſperity. To 


every conſiderate perſon, the Hand of the Lord 


muſt be viſible in all theſe effects, when not 
one of them could be produced without his 
conſtant action. 

2. Our conſtitutions of body and mind, and 
the circumſtances amidſt which we are born, 
have a great influence on all our following Times, 
as to the proſperity or afflitiveneſs of them; 
and theſe were evidently from the Hand of God 
at firſt, and depend upon it afterward. Are we 
formed with geniuſes which qualify us to act in 
the higher lations of life, and to riſe to them, 


and by our birth favourably ſituated to improve 


and exert our abilities to the beſt advantage ? 
The wiſdom of God formed us, and appointed 
our birth from ſuch parents, in ſuch circum- 
ſtances ; and his Hand preſerves the ſtrength and 

penetration of mind, or vigour of body, which 
he gave at firſt, All the bleſſings of life which 
ariſe from theſe, it is evident therefore are to be 
aſcribed to his good pleaſure, and depend upon 
it. Or am I formed with a genius, and placed 
in a rank which qualifies me for the lower offices 
of life? This is not to be aſcribed to chance, but 
to 
1 Pal. cvii. 34. | 
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to the direction of the ſame all-wiſe' and all- 
good God ; and animated by a regard to him, 
I muſt chearfully diſcharge the duties of this 
ſation, being aſſured, that tho' God has not gi- 
ven me the moſt pleaſing allotment, yet he has 
given that which his wiſdom ſaw beſt for me, 
and for the whole ; and I am to receive all the 
events naturally ariſing from the genius and ſta- 
tion he has aſſigned me, as from the hand of 
the ſame God. 

Is my bodily conſtitution healthful, and does 
it qualify me to act with vigor in the duties of 
life,, and with ſpirit to injoy its good things ? 
The wiſdom of God formed me thus, and the 
ſame ever attentive wiſdom guides my blood in 
its regular courſe, and thus preſerves the life 
which it gave. The peculiar advantages of this 
frame are therefore, with all gratitude, to be 
aſcribed to him, and my vigorous health ſhould 
be chearfully and zealouſly imployed in his ſer- 
vice, and in doing the work which he hath ap- 

inted for me, Or has a temperament origi- 
nally diſeaſed given a large mixture of ſickneſs 
and pain to my following days ? The Hand of 
God is evidently to be ſeen herein; who united 
my ſoul to ſuch a body, and who deſigned my 
greateſt good in this leſs agreable allotment ; 
that I might thus bz rendered more dependent 
on him, more indifferent to ſenſual pleaſure and 
preſent good, and more intent on tl: perfect bliſs 
of immortality, than I could eaſily have been 
amidſt the temptations of health, I ſhould 
therefore, without murmuring, ſubmit to his 

| B Will, 
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Will, and chearfully ſeek thoſe peculiar advan- 
tages to which his Hand thus points my way. 
Finally, 

3. As to that part of the good or evil of life, 
which more immediately depends on our own 
conduct, or on the treatment given us by other 
free agents, we may ſee and own the Hand of God 
in this alſo, tho' not in exactly the ſame manner, 
as in the preceding inſtances. 

As for thoſe advantages in life, which ſeem the 
natural produce of our own wiſdom, diligence, 
piety, temperance, goodneſs, or integrity be- 
ſides obſerving that the abilities which we exert 
to ſo good purpoſes, were the gifis of God, and 
that he appointed eſteem, friendſhip, peace, ſa- 
tisfaction, and ſucceſs, to ariſe from this courſe 
of right acting When we further conſider, how 
much we owe our acting piouſly and virtuouſly, 
to the inſtructions and favourable influences of 
the Deity, to his keeping off dangerous tempta- 
tations, and ſo diſpoſing our external condition, 
as might have the moſt friendly effe on our vir- 
tue and piety, we mult ſec great reaſon to trace 
theſe bleſſings up to the great fountain, from 
whence * cometh down every good and every per- 
Feet gift; and give the glory to our heavenly . 
Father, who, by the beſt diſcipline, promotes the 
improvement, * and happineſs of his 
children. 

And though as to thoſe evils which by groſs 
imprudence, negligence or viciouſneſs, we bring 
on ourſelves, we are to impute thoſe to our- 

ſelves 
James i. 17, 
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ſelves alone, ſince we might have avoided them 
if we would; yet we ate humbly to own the 
wiſe appointment of God, who to prevent the 
prevalency of wickedneſs has ordered, that 
miſery ſhould at preſent ſpring out of vice, and 
that mens ® own backſlidings might reprove and 
correct them, and what they now feel of the 
bad effects of their ſins, might rouze and engage 
them by repentance to prevent that irreparable 
ruin, which will attend impenitent tranſgreſſors 
in the next ſtate, 

With regard to others, God has made us ne- 
ceſſarily dependent upon them, and he permits 
them according to their nature to act freely, and 
if they will wickedly, and us to ſuffer by their 
ingratitude, injuſtice, intemperance, and the 
like; yet in theſe cafes he often directs and over- 
rules, though he neither impels nor forcibly re- 
ſtrains the wickedneſs of men. 

* St. James with great reaſon cautions us, Let 
no man ſay when be 1s tempted, I am tempted of 
God, for God cannot be tempted with evil, nei- 

| ther tempteth he any man; yet in the ſame place 
he repreſents God as trying chriſtians by thoſe 
afflictions, which a wicked world heaped upon 
them; and ready upon their prayer to give them 
liberally that wwi/dom, which would inable them 
to perfect their patience, and enduring to be bleſ- 
fed, receiving the crown of life. In another 
lace the Scripture aſſures us, if “ a man's ways 
= - pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be 
af peace with bim; reſtrains their wrath, or ſe- 
B 2 cretly 


a Jerem ii. 19, James i. 3, 14. Prov. xvi. 7. 
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cretly turns it to the good of the pious and up- 

right, Thus the perſecutions of Saul, which 

David laments in this P/a/m, formed him to an 9 
habitual truſt in God, to fortitude, patience, ö 
compaſſion, and many other virtues, which qua- | 
lified him to govern better than his predeceſſor; 

and God made the invaſion of the * Philiſtines a 

means of delivering David, when Saul had in- 

cloſed him, and made ſure of his deſttuction. 

The idolatrous nations round 1/rael are by the 
Prophets often repreſented as Rods, by which 1 
God corrected his people, when = fell in- 3 
to idolatry and rebellion. The uſe which 2 
God formerly made of thoſe nations with re- | 
gard to the Jews, he now in the courfe of his 

wiſe Providence makes of particular bad men, N 
for exerciſing and improving the virtues, and * 
correcting the faults of the ſincerely, but im- 'E 
perfectly good. We are therefore in regard to 
the wotſt treatment we receive from others, not 
to impute it fo intirely to their own viciouſneſs, 
as to forget the over-ruling direction of God, 
who permitting us to ſuffer by their means, thus 
calls us to conſideration wherein we have of- 
fended, and to amendment, and to adorn our 
chriſtian character, by an unſhaken integrity, a 


q patient meekneſs, and a benevolence which like ; 
| our great Maſter's overcomes evil with good. | N 
0 I muſt not enlarge further on this head, but , 


haſten to the ſecond general. 
11. The Time of our Death, and the Circum- þ 
flances attending it, are peculiarly zz tbe Hand bs 
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of God, The enemies of David threatned his 
life, but he comforts himſelf with this, that 
numerous and powerful as they were, yet his 
life was not at their mercy, but the Times of 
his living or dying were in the Hand of God. 
Under the government of an infinite and ever 
preſent mind, there is no room for blind chance 
or accident ; but as God in every inſtance knows 
what is beſt, and is capable of directing all events, 
the ſmalleſt as well as the greateſt, he cannot 
fail of directing all in the beſt manner, and to 
the beſt ends. Tf according to the expreſs de- 
claration of the Son of God, a Sparrow falls not 
to the ground without our heavenly Father, and by 
him. even the hairs of our head are all numbered; 
it is clear, that the removal of a reaſonable and 
immortal Being from his ſtate of trial, that his 
eternal ſtate may be determined, as the moſt 
important event relating to him, muſt be pe- 
culiarly under a divine direction. And it is alſo 
as certain, that the all-wiſe goodneſs of our 
heavenly Father will dire& this event, and the 
circumſtances attending it, with a peculiar re- 
gard to the greateſt happineſs of his grateful 
and obedient children, 

* In the Hand of God is our breath; and to 
denote the ſhare which the divine Providence 
has in the death of perſons, when a man was 
killed by accident, it is expreſt by * God's de- 
livering him into the hand of his neighbour, We 
cannot rationally account for our continuance 
in life one moment, without the Hand of God, 

directing 


1 Dan. v. 23. . T Exod. xxi. 13. 
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directing the regular flow of our blood, and up- 


holding our ſouls in life; and when he pleaſes 
he withdraws his hand, and we ſink into the 
duſt, * he taketh away our breath, and we die. 
By the different conſtitutions which God origi- 
nally gives to perſons, he aſſigns to ſome a long- 
er, to others a ſhorter term of life; yet not ſo 
abſolutely, but that according to the wiſe laws 
which he hath fixed, Intemperance and other 
vices may deſtroy a good conſtitution, and the 
wicked not live out half his days. On the other 
hand, by the bleſſing of God on Prudence and 
Temperance, atender conſtitution may be preſery- 
ed to old age. 

The life of man is allo liable to be aſſaulted 
by numberleſs miniſters of death, ſuch as noxious 
qualities of the air, and the like, which no hu- 
man foreſight can diſcover, or guard us againſt 
them. With regard to theſe, the Providence 
which God exerciſeth over the good is par- 
ticularly concerned, either to prevent their in- 
fluence and preſerve life; or to permit their effi- 
cacy at ſuch times only, when to die would be 
their gain. Some pious perſons to whom length 
of days will prove a real bleſſing, paſs on in the 
road of life unhurt, and while * thouſands fall 
at their ſide, and ten thouſand on their right hand, 
the arrows of death come not nigh them, They live 
long for the honour of God, and the good of 


mankind, and their own better preparation for 


heaven ; and when 1n ſenſible danger they call 
upon God, * he delivers and honours them, and 
| | having 

P. cir. 29. % Pſ. Iv. 23. Pf. xci. 7. Pf. xci. 15, 16. 
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having ſatisfied them with long life, he then ſhows 
them his ſalvation, from ſin, and forrow, and 
death, in the world of perfection and immorta- 
lity : while others, equally approved by God, 
who live to the beſt purpoſes, do great good in 
life, and promiſe more, are yet cut off in the 
midſt of their days, and of their uſefulneſs ; 
God mercifully removing them, as he did the 
moſt pious king Fofrab, from evili to come, or 
rewarding their eminent piety with an earlier 
diſmiſſion from a ſtate of danger, fin, and ſuffer- 
ing, and a ſpeedy tranſlation to a world of com- 
pleat bleſſedneſs and reward; or, perhaps, de- 
ſigning, in this diſpenſation, other ends of which 
we, at preſent, can form no notion. 

From meer length or ſhortneſs of life, we can- 
not therefore conclude either the favour or diſ- 
pleaſure of God; for as dieth the „inner, ſo 
alſo the good ; as dieth the fo, ſo the wiſe man, 
in the prime of life, or in the midſt of their days, 
or in old age, But tho' life and death are diſ- 
penſed, in appearance, thus promi ſcuouſiy, and 
without a conſtant viſible regard to the different 
characters of perſons, and we may not be able 
diſtinctly to name the reaſons of the divine pro- 
ceedings; yet it does not from hence follow, 
that God has none, and does not, in theſe affairs, 
act upon the beſt reaſons. On the contrary, it 
is manifeſt, that if a Sparrow falls not to the 
ground without the notice of our heavenly Father, 
much leſs a dutiful child of God, who is fo 
much 


_ Y 2 Chron. xxxir. 27,8. 2 Pf. xlix, 10. Eccleſ. viii. 12, 
ix. 2, | 
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much better; and if even the harrs of their head 
are numbered by God, much more the days of 
their lives. This moſt important change there- 
fore, which cloſes their ſtate of trial, and deter- 
mines their rank and character for goodneſs and 
happineſs to eternity, cannot take place without 
the unerring direction of an infinitely wiſe God, 
who will certainly direct it with the kindeſt in- 
tentions of their greateſt happineſs. * Precious, 
ſays the Scripture, in the ght of the Lord, is the 
death of his ſervants. And among the privileges 
of good chriſtians, St. Paul reckons this, that * 
all is theirs, whether life or death. With pleaſure 
therefore may they © commend their ſpirits into his 
Hand, who hath redeemed them; with good aſ- 
ſurance, that the God, whoſe love, at ſo vaſt an 
expence as the abaſement and death of his own 
Son, hath opened for them a way to never end- 
ing felicity, and by ſuch various methods has 
qualified them to injoy it ; will continue them 
here, or call them to the upper world, accord- 
ing as he ſees it to be, upon the whole, beſt for 
them, and moſt ſubſervient to the gracious de- 

figns of his moral government, | 
We may be apt, in ſome caſes, to impute the 
deaths of our pious Friends, to the inadvertently 
taking a particular ſtep in life, their omitting a 
proper method of preſerving it, and the like; 
and theſe things, in regard to what we can do to 
prolong or ſhorten life, may be the natural rea- 
ſons of their death. Yet this being allowed, theſe 
cannot 1n relation to God be the reaſons why they 
| are 

* Pf. cxvi. 15. >| Cor. ut. 32. © Fung. 
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are removed out of liſe, whoſe wiſdom nothing 
can eſcape, who can never ſuffer any to die thro 
inadvertency ; and who in theſe cafes, if he had 
not for good reaſons determined their remoyal, 
would have ſecretly ſuggeſted to their minds the 

roper methods for preſcrving life, or turned aſide 
the fatal accident. As therefore we began to live, 
not by the will of man, but by the vl} of God, 
ſo we continue to live during his pleaſure, and 
when he pleaſes, the Redeemer who has * the 
keys of the grave, and of the inuiſible ſlate, opens 
the door, and ſummons our ſpirits into the eter- 
nal ſtate, God indced acts ſovereigniy, and gives 
us no account of his proceedings; yet this alſo 
we are aſſured of, that he has the beſt reaſons for 
what he does, and acts with a paternal regard to 
their happineſs who love him. Whether there- 
fore they live, they live unto the Lord, and whether 
they die, they die unto the Lord ; whether there- 
fore they live or die, they are the Lord's. 

This peculiar regard of God to the pious and 
good in life, and in death, with its proper ef- 
fects, conſtitutes a principal part of what we 
call a particular Providence ; a firm faith in which 
is one of the beſt ſupports of the ſincerely good. 
But from firmly believing this, ſome perſons 
are hindered by this objection. That it ſeems 
moſt worthy the greatneſs and wiſdom of God, 
that he ſhould govern the world by fixed gene- 
ral laws; and they apprehend ſuch frequent in- 
terpoſitions of the Deity, in favour of the pious 
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and good, would be continual violations of the 
general laws and eſtabliſhed order of the divine 
government. But this objection is founded 
wholly on a miſtake, ſince a particular Provi- 
dence, as taught in the Scriptures, may be ex- 
erted according to fixed general laws, corre- 
ſpondent to the varying tempers and characters 
of moral agents. | 
The general law, according to which a par- 
ticular Providence is conſtantly exerciſed, is no 


other than the ſteady determination of the ſu- 


reme Wiſdom, ſo to influence human minds for 
guiding their conduct, and aſſiſting their virtue 
and piety, as he ſees is beſt fitted to anſwer his 
great end in the moral government of the world, 
the improvement and happineſs of his rational 
creatures ; and to do this in a manner con- 
ſiſtent with their freedom of choice, and with 
the general natures and characters which he hath 


aſſigned them. In conſequence of this original 


and general determination, in all cafes where 
perſons, by their integrity, their need of a pe- 
culiar influence and direction, and their humble 
application to God for them, are qualified for 
theſe favours, it is an invariable rule of the di- 
vine government to grant them, It is a ſtand- 
ing law of what we call God's natural Provi- 
dence, that a perſon who, when the ſun ſhines, 
will make the beſt uſe he can of his eyes, ſhall 
ſee and avoid a river, or a precipice, while he 
who will ſhut his eyes in day-light, and walk 


with them ſhut, ſhall ſtumble, and fall, and pe- 
riſh, 
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riſh. And it is as general and wiſely eſtabliſhed 
a law of his moral Providence, that wherever 
the fincerely pious, after any honeſt uſe of their 
natural powers, and of the advantages granted 
them, ſtill want his favourable influence on their 
own minds, or on the minds of others, in order 
to their attaining what, upon the whole, would 
be good for them, or avoiding what would be 
_ evil, he will, in all ſych caſes, favourably, 
tho' ſecretly, influence human minds for theſe 
purpoſes, 

That ideas now riſe to the view of the human 
mind, under the direction of God, conformably 
to laws eſtabliſhed by him ; and that our conti- 
nuing rational creatures, and making improve- 
ments in knowledge, depend upon theſe ſtated 
influences of the great Father of Spirits, no one 
can doubt, who cloſely reflects on what paſſes 
within him; nor can memory be accounted for 
without them. And why ſhould it be thought 
any more unworthy of God, as a moral Govern- 
or, to influence, according to ſettled laws, the 
minds of men, conſidered as moral agents, in order 

to their greateſt improvement and happineſs? 
Beſides the proofs and inſtances of this parti- 
cular Providence, before given from Revelation, 
we may, from Reaſon, be ſupplied with this argu- 
ment. for it — That God would not otherwiſe 
treat men as being what they really are, changea- 
ble creatures, at difterent times deſerving difterent 
treatment, frail and ignorant, ſurrounded with 
evils and temptations, which they cannot foreſee 
CY | or 
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or turn aſide, and therefore needing a ſuperior 
conduct. A wiſe governor will treat ſubjects as 
being what they are, and to fix and purſue rules 
irreſpective of their conduct, and unſuitable to 
their caſes, is to treat them as being what they 
are not, and to abide by theſe, is to act arbi- 
trarily, 

If it be urged, that the rational powers and 
affections which God has given men, the general 
frame of the world, the advantages of Society, 
Revelation, and the like, will anſwer moſt caſes, 
and that the caſes after all unprovided for, may 
be adjuſted at laſt; I would anſwer, that innu- 
merable caſes muſt ariſe, which without the ex- 
erciſe of a particular Providence now, ſeem not 
capable of being adjuſted at laſt. For inſtance, 
if a particular temptation ſhould attack a perſon 
ſincerely good, in a careleſs or ſoft hour, he 
might be irrecoverably * intangled in vice, and 
utterly ruined, An infinite number of ſuch 
caſes muſt continually occur in the moral world, 
Will not then the moſt wiſe and compaſſionate 
Father of mankind ſee it fit either to turn aſide 
ſuch temptations, or inſpirit his children to 
overcome them, or to recover themſelves from 
a ſudden fall? Would it not be treating a ſin- 
cere lover of goodneſs otherwiſe than he de- 
ſerved, to leave him to be ſurprized and ruin- 
ed, and thus to loſe all the fruits he would other- 
wiſe have injoyed of his integrity and virtue in 

the 
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the everlaſting ſtate? How many inſtances alſo 
might be named, where mere imprudence, in a 
particular affair, would produce the moſt laſting 
bad conſequences to perſons of real worth and 
goodneſs, render them in a manner uſeleſs to 
the world, and deprive them of all the preſent 
ſatisfaction, and future reward of eminent uſe- 
fulneſs; and does it not ſeem worthy an ever 

reſent God, by his ſecret influence, to prevent 
this? Eſpecially as it may be done without in- 
fringing human liberty, as theWill is influenced 
purely by the Underſtanding thus ſecretly aſſiſt- 
ed; and without giving occaſion to regard mere 
enthuſiaſtic impulſes, as the general rules of wiſ- 
dom and virtue are after all to guide us, and we 
are only aided to underſtand, recolle&, or apply 
theſe, 

Let it be alſo conſidered, that no caſe can be 
mentioned, relating to particular perſons, wherein 
they might pray for ſome real good, or to be ſe- 
cured againſt, or delivered from ſome real evil, 
wherein God might not effectually anſwer their 
prayers, by exciting proper thoughts either in 
their minds, or in the minds of others; except- 
ing the national bleſſings or calamities, of health- 
ful and fruitful, or ſickly and barren ſeaſons: 
every other good or evil, proper to a ſtate of 
trial, may, by God's Providence, be thus diſ- 
penſed, either as an anſwer to prayer, and re- 
ward of virtue, or as a puniſhment of vice and 
impiety. Yea, the plague, the greateſt tem- 
poral calamity, may be inflicted on a nation, or 
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kept from it, merely by a proper influence on 

the minds of particular perſons, | 
* Further, it is a fixed conſtitution of God's 
moral government, that men ſhould have an in- 
fluence upon one another for their good or hurt ; 
and why may we not as reaſonably admit, what 
the Scriptures aſſure us is fact, that the iniſtry of 
angels is a part of the ſcheme of God's moral 
Providence ? God may therefore avert evil, or 
confer good, as he fees it proper during a ſtate 
of trial, by the miniſtry of angels acting accord- 
ing to ſettled laws. This would be no more a 
violation of the general eſtabliſhed laws of his 
Providence, than when good men, in obedience 
to his commands, exert the powers which he 
has given them in doing good to others, or pre- 

venting evil. 

From the allowed perfections then of the ſu- 
preme Governor, his unbounded wiſdom and 
oodneſs, and almighty power, we with reaſon 
conclude, that he will always a& towards man- 
kind, as one ever able and inclined to do what- 
ever, upon the whole, is beſt; and treat man- 
kind as being what they are, wanting his con- 
duct and favourable influences, and by right, 
moral, and religious diſpoſitions, and humble 
prayer, properly qualified to injoy them. And 
in this reaſoning we are fully confirmed by Re- 
velation, which, in the texts before cited, aſſure 
us, that God, in fact, treats us in this manner, 
and that our Times are in his Hand. With a 
firm 


4 See Wollaſton's Relig. of Nature, F. 5. n. 18. p. 103, &c. 
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firm Faith in this delightful truth, we may then 
proceed to conſider, 


II. What inſtruction, ſupport, and encou- 
ragement it is fitted to yield us. The time will 
oblige me to omit many uſetul'refleftions, and 
to confine myſelf to the following. 

1. How wretched and dangerous is the con- 
dition of the wicked, who have no intereſt in the 
favour of that God, in whoſe Hand their Times 
are, They can injoy no good but what comes 
from God, and yet they are continually offend- 
ing that great Being, who can in a moment ſtrip 
them of all, and provoking him to deny them the 
* molt neceſſary or valuable injoymen!s, or to curſe 
them in the poſſeſſion, They can ſucceed in no 
deſign without his leave, and yet can have no 
reaſonable hope that he will bleſs them, ſince by 
their unconcern to pleaſe him, and their abuſe of 
his bounties, they are continually calling upon 
him to blaſt their moſt favourite deſigns, They 
are conſtantly expoſed to numberleſs evils, againſt 
which their own wiſdom and power are no ſe- 
curity, and againſt which they can only be ſecur- 
ed by the kind Providence of Almighty God; but 
inſtead of commending themſelves by prayer and 
well-doing to his protection, by their contempt - 
and diſobedience they not only provoke him to 
withdraw his protection, and leave them open to 
all thoſe evils, but as their righteous Sovereign to 
puniſh their diſobedience with more and greater. 
They are held up only by the frail thread of 
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life from eternal deſtruction, and yet by their 
waſting life, neglecting the great end for which 
they are ſent into the world, and daily rebellions 
againſt God, they are adding a weight to break 
it aſunder, and fink themſelves in the gulph of 


perdition. 


Forget it as he may, this is the real condition 
of the moſt gay, ſecure, and proſperous ſinner, 
in the height of his injoyment and proſperity. 
He cannot depend on a moment of life and ha 
pineſs, but is expoſed to every evil of the preſent 
ſtate, and to the yet greater evils of the future ; 
and that he is not as miſerable as he deſerves, is 
owing merely to the patience and goodneſs of the 
Almighty, which he is continually wearying by 


his ingratitude and obſtinacy. Think of this ſe- 


riouſly ye careleſs ſinners, who are playing on the 
brink of deſtruction. Dare not in one inſtance 
more to offend the God in whoſe Hand your Times 
are, Break off your fins by immediate repen- 
tance, and ſeck his favour while yet there is an 
acceptable time. The whole world cannot re- 
compence you for the hazard you run by one 
day's longer delay. Before to-morrow the di- 
vine diſpleaſure, and death the miniſter of it, 
may hide the things of your peace for ever from 
your eyes. 

2. How happy are the ſincerely pious and 
good, whole Tines are in the Hand of God, 
their almighty Father and Friend. Full of the 
confidence which this inſpired, David concludes 
the Plalm which he begun in tears and diſtreſſes, 

| with 
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with this triumphant exclamation, O how great 
is thy goodneſs, which thou haſt laid up for them 
that fear thee ; which thou baſt wrought for them 
that truſt in thee, before the ſons of men! Theu 
ſhalt hide them in the ſecret of thy preſence, from 
the pride of men, and from the ſtrife of tongues. O 
love the Lord, all ye his ſaints ; for the Lord pre- 
ſerveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the 
proud dber. Be of good courage, and be ſhall 
ſtrengthen your heart, all ye that bope in the Lord. 
What can we defire more than to have all our 
affairs in the hand of a moſt wiſe and good Pa- 
rent, and in all our wants to have free acceſs to 
the treaſures, and in all dangers to the protection, 
of our almighty and moſt merciful Father ? 
Amidft the uncertainty of events to be aſſured, - 
that his unerring wiſdom will make all to iſſue 
in our greateſt good; and amidſt all the dangers 
which threaten this frail life to be aſſured, that 
it is ſafe in the hand of God, who will not ſuffer 
us to die, until it be beſt for us? How happy is 
their condition, and how ſerene and contented 
ſhould their minds be; how chearful and active 
their concern, by the beſt diſcharge of every du- 
ty, to keep themſelves i in the love of God ! 

It is very true, God may, though he loves us, 
and even becauſe he loves us, deny us pleaſures 
and conveniences of which we are fond, if he 
ſees they might prove prejudicial to our beſt in- 
tereſts, and may kindly prefer our real happineſs 
to the gratifying our inclinations, He may bring 
upon us afflictions which we would decline; be- 
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Cauſe the phy ſick, though bitter, may be neceſſary 
to cure us of wordlineſs, ſenſuality, neglect of 
our duty, or a growing indifference to our eter- 
nal intereſts. And when we moſt fondly deſire 
life, for the ſake of friends whom we dearly love, 
or for accompliſhing deſigns on which we are ſet, 
he may ſee it beſt for us to be removed to Para- 
diſe. But is not all this real ground for rejoicing, 
that God, whoſe wiſdom is infallible, and his 
goodneſs infinite, will chooſe for us, not what we 
fancy to be good, but what he ſees to be beſt ? 
Well therefore may the truly religious and good 
triumph in the words of St. Paul *, I am per- 
ſuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, 
nor things to come, nor heighth of proſperity, nor 
_ depth of adverſity, nor any creature, ſhall be able 
to ſeparate us from the love of God, which is in 

Chrift Jeſus our Lord. 
3. Are our Times in the Hand of God ? This 
may comfort us under what we might think the 
untimely deaths of dear and valuable Relations and 
Friends, It might give us great, tho' fruitleſs 
ſorrow, did we think ſuch lives left in the pow- 
er of chance and accident, or loſt merely by in- 
advertence or miſtake, either our own, or others. 
But if our Times are really in the Hand of God, 
if what to us appeared chance, was unerringly 
directed; if human miſtakes were wiſely over- 
ruled by him; and no truly pious perſon can be 
removed out of life, but when God ſees it, upon 
the 
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the whole, to be beſt for them, and moſt ſub- 
ſervient to the great and good deſigns of his go- 
vernment ; we have then the greateſt reaſon 
calmly to acquieſce-in the determination of God, 
and tho' we may not be able to diſcern the par- 
ticular ends of the diſpenſation, yet firmly to 
believe, that it could not have been better or- 
dered. 

This conſolation we may, with great juſtice, 
apply to ourſelves on the preſent mournful occa- 
fion, the removal of our * Friend, in the prime 
of life, and the bloom of eyery virtuous and re- 
ligious diſpoſition. 

Her piety was ſerious, rational, and modeſt, 
formed by thoſe honourable and lovely appre- 
henſions of the greateſt and beſt of Beings, which 
the Goſpel of Chriſt inſpires ; and cheriſhed by 
a faithful and ſpirited diſcharge of the various 
duties of devotion, ſecret and publick, Her 
ſoul was thus raiſed to an entire love, delight, 
truſt, and reſignation to God as her heavenly 
Father; and her religion approved itſelf genuine, 
by eſtabliſhing in her a likeneſs to the Father of 
mercies, in a tender and extenſive goodneſs of 
heart, And, really, unleſs our devotion thus 
animates us to a divine temper, oſtentatious diſ- 
courſes of piety, a zealous round of religious 
duties, and boaſts of communion with God, are 
ſenſeleſs enthuſiaſm, or odious hypocriſy, 
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A natural ſweetneſs of temper, improved by 
the religion and example of the moſt meek, be- 
nevolent and merciful Jeſus, rendered her amia- 
ble and exemplary, as a Daughter, a Siſter, a 
Friend, and a Wife. And fo engaging 1s the 
charm of a mild, modeſt, and generous diſpo- 
fition, that the removal of one emirſnt for it, 
muſt be painfully felt by all, who experienced 
its happy effects; but eſpecially where this ami- 
able diſpoſition, directed by an entire eſteem 
and affection, was peculiarly exerted in making 
happy a Partner for life, 

Her indifference to the ſhow, and wealth, and 
pleaſures of the world, was ſuch as became a 
chriſtian, whoſe hopes were full of immortality ; 
and whoſe firm perſuaſion it was, that the only 
important concern of a reaſonable and immortal 
Being, is to acquire thoſe diſpoſitions, and prac- 
tiſe thoſe virtues here, which might prepare her 
to be happy indeed, and for ever, with angels and 
ſpirits made perfect, in the preſence of God, and 
of the Lamb, and in the perfection of know- 
ledge, friendſhip, goodneſs, and divine love, 
To her therefore it was eaſy to be ſparing in 
expences of the ſhowey or pleaſurable kind, that 
ſhe might abound in charity. Such is the cha- 
rater given me of our Friend's prevailing temper, 
and general courſe of acting, by thoſe who knew 
her beſt, 

No wonder then, that when about to be re- 
moved from every thing dear in this world, and 
entering the unchangeable ſtate, to appear * 
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her ſupreme Parent and Judge, ſhe could thus 
expreſs the humble and pious hopes of a chriſ- 
tian. My Time is come; but, bleſſed be 
& God, my work is finiſhed, Many are my 
« imperfections; but, O Lord, thou knoweſt 
] have ſerved thee in ſincerity, and walked 
e before thee with an upright heart! My con- 
& ſcience condemns me not, therefore have I 
©* confidence towards God, and commit chear- 
&« fully my ſoul to him, whom I have imper- 
« fectly loved here, but ſhall ſhortly love in 
« perfection. Who of us, when ſtanding on 
the borders of the+everlaſting ſtate, would not 
prefer ſuch a temper, and ſuch hopes, before a 
kingdom ? They who deſire ſuch a death, let 
them live ſuch a life; for as we ſo, we muſt 
reap ; and there is no making ſo good an end of 
an uſeleſs and irreligious life. 

My mourning Friends —The removal of a 
Perſon ſo pious and exemplary, tho' in the prime 
of life, by that infinitely wiſe and good God, in 
whoſe Hand all our Times are, cannot have been 
directed but with the kindeſt intention of her 
greateſt happineſs. It is the peculiar reward of 
thoſe, who in the leaſt time diſpatch the great 
work of life, to be the ſooner releaſed from la- 
bours and difficulties, and called the earlier to 
receive the crown, Her Friends therefore are 
humbly to acquieſce in this diſpenſation, and 
againſt their own loſs to ſet her infinitely greater 
gain. 


Her 
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Her afflicted Partner is to conſider, that friend- 
ſhips founded on virtue and religion, are made 
for immortality ; and tho' death may interrupt 
them for a few moments, will be renewed to in- 
finite advantage in that everlaſting ſtate, where 
they (hall meet again, each greatly improved in 
every amiable and happy diſpoſition, never to be 
parted more. By experiencing, amidſt his pre- 
ſent ſorrows, the conſolations of God, he will 
be the better qualified to comfort others ; and by 
raiſing his thoughts and affections more to the 
world of bliſs and perfection, and relieving the 
pains of abſence by the pleaſures of hope, and 
thus becoming ſtill more heavenly in his temper 
and views, he may render this loſs, in appear- 
ance ſo great, his preſent, as well as eternal ad- 
vantage. 

Her Relations and Friends are frequently to 
recollect her dying advices, to entertain them- 
ſelves with the memory of her virtues, and the 


contemplation of her happineſs, and thus excite 


themſelves to the neareſt imitation, Acting af- 
ter this manner, they will not only lighten their 
ſorrow, but greatly advance their own improve- 


ment and happineſs, and render this event, (what 


the wiſdom of our heavenly Father certainly de- 
ſigned it ſhould be) for the beſt to them, as well 

as to their late dying, but now immortal Friend, 
4. Are our Times in the Hand of God? Hence 
we learn to whom our chief gratitude and praiſe 
are due, when we have been preſerved in dan- 
ger, and are reſtored from ſickneſs, Did the 
natural 
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natural goodneſs of our conſtitution contribute 
to our recovery? God at firſt formed our con- 
ſtitutions ſo good. Did the ſkill of the phyſician 
and the efficacy of medicine aſſiſt our eſcape from 
death, and concur to lengthen our lives? The 
{kill of phyſicians, and the efficacy of medicines 
are entirely from God ; and it was his goodneſs, 
which placed us ſo favourably for injoying thoſe 
remedies and reliefs. His ſecret influence often 
directs the mind of the phyſician to a proper re- 
medy, which his bleſſing makes effectual. As 
therefore in ſickneſs with the greateſt reaſon we 
* apply to the Lord, as well as to the phyſician, 
ſo with equal reaſon when we recover, we ſhould 
render the moſt grateful praiſes to the God who 
bringeth down, and who raiſeth up. And as he 
prolongs our time, that we may live for Heaven 
and everlaſting Bleſſedneſs, our gratitude ſhould 
be warm in proportion to the value of lite as con- 
nected with eternity; and we ſhould chearfully 
and heartily reſolve to live to God, in whoſe 
Hand our Times are, who healeth all our diſeaſes, 
and redeemeth our lives from deſtruction. Then 
whenever God ſhall ſee it fit to put an end to 
our time here, his goodneſs will cauſe us to be- 
gin a ſtate of life, perfection, and felieity which 
will endure for ever. Thus the piety of David 
expreſt itſelf, who gratefully confeſſing, thou haſt 
delivered my foul from death, and mine eyes from 
tears, adds, I will walk before the Lord in the 

land 
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land of the living. O Lord, truly J am thy ſer- 
want ! 1 will offer unto thee the ſacrifice of thankſ= 
giving, and will call upon the Name of the Lord. 

5. Are our Times, are all the good or evil 
events of our lives, and the time of our dying 
intirely in the Hand of God? Let this perſuade 
all, eſpecially the Yung, immediately to ſecure 
the favour of this great God, and to put them- 
ſelves under his conduct and bleſſing. You are 
perhaps ſetting out on the ocean of life, and ſee 
round you the wrecks of many which fill you 
with fear and concern, You may have loſt, 
when you moſt wanted them, the counſel and 
aſſiſtance of prudent and tender parents and 
friends, by whoſe advice and friendſhip you 
might have hoped to ſteer better over this ſea, 
Many you know lie in wait to deceive and. ruin 
you, even under the diſguiſe of friends. And 
you muſt expect ſtorms of trouble and affliction 
as well as others. How ſhall your youth and 
inexperience proceed ſafely through all theſe 


dangers, and not only get well through life, , 


but arrive at the Port of everlaſting reſt and 


felicity? 


My Friends, there is one method, and but 
one, to ſecure for yourſelves a ſafe paſſage, and a 


proſperous iſſue, Like our late worthy Friend, 


chooſe God for the guide of your youth, 
take his word for your invariable rule of acting, 
daily and earneſtly implore his aſſiſtance and 
conduct, chearfully and intirely devote yourſelves 
to him in the chriſtian covenant, and reſolutely 

avoid 
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avoid all bad company, with whatever would 
tempt you to break his commands, and forfeit his 
favour, and you ſhall then be happy in it. Da- 
vid introduces this pleaſing conſideration that þ7s 
Times were in the Hand of God, with declaring 
his choice of Jehovah for his God. I ſaid, thou 
art my God ; my Times &c. Your Times are in 
bis Hand, yea, all nature is there. The winds 
and the waves obey his voice; good men can do 
no more for you than he allows or inables them 
to do, and they ſhall be every thing to you that 
he would have them ; evil men can do no more 
than he permits, and he will permit them to do 
no more than ſhall be for your greater good, 

Following the light of his Word you will pro- 
ceed with honour, ſatisfaction, and ſafety, thro? 
life, ſupplied by his bounty you ſhall want no 
good thing; while from a ſenſe of his favour, the 
conſciouſneſs of well doing, the pleaſures of de- 
votion, and the hopes of immortality, you ſhall 
derive nobler pleaſures than the world can give, 
and ſuch as it can never take away. And altho' 
your conſtitutions may be ſo tender, and your 
lives ſo frail, that you cannot promiſe yourſelves 
a Near of life, you will be aſſured of living as 
long as ſhall be beſt for you. And he who hath 
placed you here in order to your being trained 
for Heaven and eternal Bleſſedneſs, and in whoſe 
hand is the time of your death, will not remove 
you till he hath prepared you for a better world; 
and will then receive you to that ſtate, where 


times of changes, uncertainties, and afflictions 
E for 
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for ever end, and where eternity begins, a ſtate 
of unmixed, unchangeable, and everlaſting bleſ- 
ſedneſs. | 

God grant we may ſo conſider theſe important 
truths, and the event which occaſions our diſ- 
courſing on them, that we may immediately and 
with all our heart ſtrive to ingage this God to be 


the guide of our lives, i ur portion ſor ever. 
Amen. , | | 
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